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steal something from a stall in a crowded market two of the gang pretend to  have a violent  quarrel, on which all the people in the vicinity collect to watch, including probably the owner of the stall.     In this case the Cfiauwa or boy, who has  posted  himself in  a position of vantage, will  quickly abstract the article agreed upon and make off.    Or if there are several purchasers at a shop, the man will wait until one of them lays down his bundle while he makes payment, and then pushing up  against him  signal   to  the  Chauwa, who snatches  up the  bundle and  bolts.     If he  is  caught, the Sanaurhia will come up as an innocent member of the crowd and plead for mercy on the score of his youth ; and the boy will often be let off with a few slaps.     Sometimes three or four Sanaurhias will  proceed   to  some place of resort  for pilgrims to bathe, and two or three of them entering the water will divert the attention of the bather by pointing out some strange object or starting a discussion.     In the meantime the Chauwas or chicks, under the direction of another on the bank, will steal any valuable article left by the bather. The attention of any one left on shore to watch the property is diverted by a similar device.     If they see a man with expensive clothes the Ckauwa will accidentally brush against him  and  smear  him   with  dirt   or  something  that  causes pollution ; the victim will proceed to bathe, and one of the usual stratagems is adopted.     Or the Sanaurhia will engage the man in conversation and the Ckauwa will come running along   and   collide  with   them;   on  being   abused   by  the Sanaurhia   for   his   clumsiness   he   asks   to   be   pardoned, explaining that he is  only a poor sweeper and meant no harm ; and on hearing this the victim, being polluted, must go off and bathe.1     Colonel  Sleeman  relates the following case of such a theft:2 " While at Saugor I got a note one morning from an  officer in command of a treasure escort just arrived from Narsinghpur stating that the old Subahdar of his company had that morning been robbed of his gold necklace valued  at Rs. 150, and  requesting  that   I  would assist him in recovering it.    The old Subahdar brought the note, and stated that he had undressed at the brook near the
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